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NOTE: The President spoke at 5:16 p.m. at the
Shangri-La Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of Singa-

pore. Audio was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of
Indonesia in Singapore
November 15, 2009

President Obama. Hello, everybody. I just
wanted to make a brief statement about the
wonderful relationship that I’ve been able to
develop with President Yudhoyono. As many of
you know, I have some historic ties to Indone-
sia, but I am also extraordinarily impressed with
the progress that Indonesia has made in devel-
oping its democracy. I want to congratulate the
President for his recent reelection, and he now
has his Government in place.

Indonesia is not only regionally important,
but as a member of the G–20, as one of the
world’s largest democracies, as one of the
world’s largest Islamic nations, it has enormous
influence and really is, I think, a potential mod-
el for the kind of development strategies, de-
mocracy strategies, as well as interfaith strate-
gies that are going to be so important moving
forward.

We had a strong discussion about a range of
issues and how we can create even better bilat-
eral relations than we already have, a compre-
hensive agreement—comprehensive partner-
ship agreement that we’re developing that will
cover things like education, working on clean
energy issues, expanding the Peace Corps’ pres-
ence in Indonesia, counterterrorism issues.
These are all areas in which we intend to focus
in the months and years to come.

We discussed some of the broader challenges
of getting a meaningful Copenhagen agreement
and continuing to stabilize the world economy
and promoting growth, both through trade and
investment and also through what has been dis-
cussed throughout the ASEAN summit, the
idea of inclusive development and growth
where it’s not just at the top but is spread out
among the population.

So I am very excited about our prospects for
deepening relations in the future, and I want to

make sure that everybody knows that I intend
to be visiting Indonesia next year. The invitation
that’s been extended to—by President Yudhoy-
ono is one that I want to take up, and I’m hop-
ing to be able to take Michelle and the girls as
well so that they can take a look at some of my
old haunting grounds. [Laughter] And again, I
want to thank you, Mr. President, for your lead-
ership and your commitment to improving ties
between the United States and Indonesia.
Thank you very much.

President Yudhoyono. Thank you. Yes, Presi-
dent Obama and I had a very good discussion
on wide range of issues of common interests.
President Obama is a friend of Indonesia. He
knows Indonesia very well, and he is well re-
spected in Indonesia.

In this meeting, I told President Obama that
I really appreciate his fresh, new approach to
the world, to many international issues, includ-
ing his positive outreach to the Islamic world.

We also renewed our commitment to elevate
our relation at higher level for comprehensive
partnerships, and I welcome also the future co-
operation between Indonesia and the United
States in various fields such as trade and invest-
ment, education and technology, climate
change, food and energy security, countering
communicable diseases, and also counterterror-
ism and people-to-people contact.

And lastly, as has been shared by President
Obama, I look forward to welcoming President
Obama to Indonesia next year, and he will be
warmly welcomed by the Indonesian people.

Thank you.
President Obama. Thank you so much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:06 p.m. at the
Shangri-La Hotel. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.



Nov. 16 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009

1686

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Party Secretary of the Shanghai Municipal
Committee Yu Zhengsheng in Shanghai, China
November 16, 2009

President Obama. Thank you so much for
your hospitality. This is my first visit to Shang-
hai, and we’ve been so impressed with the in-
credible growth in the city and the great
warmth of the people who have received us.

Secretary Yu. Shanghai is a city that wit-
nessed the progress of the diplomatic relations
between China and the United States over the
past three decades. In 1972, Shanghai was a
city where the Shanghai Communique was an-
nounced, and this has already made a solid
foundation for the normalization of diplomatic
ties between two countries.

President Obama. Well, obviously, both
countries have benefited greatly from the
progress that we’ve made over the last three
decades. I know that many U.S. businesses are
now located here in Shanghai and they consid-
er it really the center for the region, commer-
cially and financially. And it is very impressive
to travel through the city and to see what ex-
traordinary progress has been made.

Secretary Yu. The Shanghai citizens are
very pleased because Shanghai is the first stop
of your China visit.

President Obama. Well, thank you.

Secretary Yu. For many U.S. companies
here in Shanghai, one of the most famous
manufacturing companies is the General Mo-
tor. The business of GM in Shanghai is pretty
good. By the end of October this year, their
sales has increased by 40 percent over the
same period of last year. I think that the fan-
tastic performance here in Shanghai is defi-
nitely a boost to their business in the United
States.

President Obama. Absolutely. I think they
can learn from their operations here in terms
of increasing sales back in the United States.

Secretary Yu. There are other businesses
from the United States based here in Shang-
hai.

[At this point, the public portion of the meet-
ing ended; the meeting continued, however,
and no transcript was provided.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. at
the Xijiao State Guest Hotel. Secretary Yu
spoke in Chinese, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter. Audio was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Shanghai
November 16, 2009

The President. Nong hao. Good afternoon.
It is a great honor for me to be here in Shang-
hai and to have this opportunity to speak with
all of you. I’d like to thank Fudan University’s
President Yang for his hospitality and his gra-
cious welcome. I’d also like to thank our out-
standing Ambassador, Jon Huntsman, who ex-
emplifies the deep ties and respect between
our nations. I don’t know what he said, but I
hope it was good. [Laughter]

What I’d like to do is to make some opening
remarks, and then what I’m really looking for-
ward to doing is taking questions, not only

from students who are in the audience, but al-
so we’ve received questions online, which will
be asked by some of the students who are here
in the audience, as well as by Ambassador
Huntsman. And I am very sorry that my Chi-
nese is not as good as your English, but I am
looking forward to this chance to have a dia-
logue.

This is my first time traveling to China, and
I’m excited to see this majestic country. Here
in Shanghai we see the growth that has caught
the attention of the world, the soaring skyscrap-
ers, the bustling streets, and entrepreneurial
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